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The Book of Exodus contains an account oflsrael's great 
deliverance from bondage to Pharaoh (Exod 1:1-15:21), a. 
brief narrative about life in the wilderness along Israel's 
journey from the sea to Sinai (Exod 15:22-18:17), and an 
account of a profound encounter with God at Sinai, a 
meeting wherein Israel received the law and formalized a 
covenantal relationship with its redeemer, Yahweh (Exod 
19-40). In the overall text of Exodus the wilderness tradi
tions constitute a relatively short link between the two huge
complexes of material treating redemption and covenant.
These great complexes are best viewed according to the
gradual unfolding movements with which they are pre
sented in the texts.

The exodus story begins with Israel's bondage (Exod 1-2). 
The biblical writers carefully delineate the struggle between 
two claims made on Israel-Pharaoh's claim and Yahweh's 
claim as articulated by Moses, Yahweh's spokesperson and 
mediator (Exod 3:1-7:7). The struggle intensifies through 
the course of the plagues (Exod 7:8-11:10) in such a way 
that the death-dealing at the beginning of the struggle finally 
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