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Topic Statement 

The Montanists were a charismatic, apocalyptic group that counted women among its founders and 
leaders.  They believed Jesus would return as a woman, and shared their property in common.  I’m 
interested in Christian movements that allowed women to be leaders, and why some were declared 
heretical like the Montanists while others were allowed to exist, like the movement around Clare of 
Assisi (Santa Clara’s namesake).  I’m going to study both movements to see why they church treated 
both so differently, even though both involved women and shared property. 
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