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The Same-Sex Texts in the Bible
There are (only) 6

§ Genesis 19 
(and Judges 19)

§ Leviticus 18:22
and 20:13

§ 1 Corinthians 6:9-10 
and Timothy 1:9-10

§ Romans 1:18-32

Iowa caucus precinct captain talks to caucus-goer who 
wants to change her vote when she finds out Pete 

Buttigieg is gay and married
CBS News

The Story 
of Sodom

§ Were the men of 
Sodom gay? 
Is that why they 
were destroyed

§ If not, why has 
that become the 
meaning 
interpreters give 
to the story?
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The Story of Sodom

From the illustrations of R. Crumb in
The Book of Genesis Illustrated

(New York: W. W. Norton & Company, 2009)

The Story of Sodom

From the illustrations of R. Crumb in
The Book of Genesis Illustrated

(New York: W. W. Norton & Company, 2009)
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Gen 13:9 

Gen 13:10 
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Gen 13:11-12 

Gen 13:13
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Gen 14:7

Gen 14:8-9



6

Gen 14:10

Gen 14:11-12
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Gen 14:13

Gen 14:14
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Gen 14:15

Gen 14:16
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Gen 19:1a

Gen 19:1b-2a



10

Gen 19:2b

Gen 19:3a
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Gen 19:3b

Gen 19:4
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Ge
n

19:

Gen 19:6-8a
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Gen 19:8b

Gen 19:9a
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Gen
19:8b

Gen 19:10
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Gen 19:11a

Gen
19:11b
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Genesis 19:4-9

WERE THE MEN OF SODOM GAY?
WAS THEIR CRIME “HOMOSEXUALITY”?
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The Men of Sodom Had Wives

§ Lot marries a woman “from the Jordan plain”; he’s a foreigner, and 
she gains him protection (no wife 13:1; has wife 19:15)

§ Abraham liberates not just the men of Sodom and Gomorrah but 
also “the women and the rest of the people” too (14:16)

§ “young men to elders” gather around Lot’s door (19:4)

§ Lot’s two virgin daughters are engaged to two men of Sodom (19:14)

Why are these women ignored
when people talk about this story today?

Granting the Men aren’t Gay…
Is their sin still “homosexuality”?

§ If the sin of Sodom is homosexuality, why are the women and 
children killed too?

§ Is it the same-sex nature of the act or the violence to vulnerable 
strangers that merits punishment?

ú Did the men have reason to fear foreigners?

ú How should they have treated them, and how do we know?

Why is rape replaced by homosexuality
when people talk about this story today?

Why are vulnerable foreign victims erased
in favor of men as victims in our debates today?
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Granting the Men aren’t Gay…
Is their sin still “homosexuality”?

§ If the sin of Sodom is homosexuality, why are the women and 
children killed too?

§ Is it the same-sex nature of the act or the violence to vulnerable 
strangers that merits punishment?

ú Did the men have reason to fear foreigners?

ú How should they have treated them, and how do we know?

ú How do other biblical books “read” their crime?

The Story of Sodom
Its “crime” isn’t unique

The 8th-century prophet Amos denounces the northern kingdom Israel
for its crimes against the covenant with God

11 I overthrew some of you, 
as when God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah,

and you were like a brand snatched from the fire;
yet you did not return to me,
says the Lord.

- Amos 4:11
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The Story of Sodom
Its “crime” isn’t unique

160 years later, the prophet Jeremiah explains why Jerusalem
is about to be destroyed by Babylon in the early 6th century BCE

14 But in the prophets of Jerusalem 
I have seen a more shocking thing:

they commit adultery and walk in lies; 

they strengthen the hands of evildoers,

so that no one turns from wickedness; 

all of them have become like Sodom to me,
and its inhabitants like Gomorrah.

- Jeremiah 23:14

The Story of Sodom
Its “crime” isn’t unique

After Jerusalem WAS destroyed by Babylon in 587 BCE,
the Judeans were comforted by the prophet.

6 For the chastisement of my people has been greater
than the punishment of Sodom,

which was overthrown in a moment,
though no hand was laid on it.

- Lamentations 4:6
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The Story of Sodom
So why  WAS  Sodom destroyed?

Facing the same Babylonian threat, 
another prophet denounces the Judeans for their actions.

[God speaking] 
49 This was the guilt of your sister Sodom: she and her daughters had pride, 
excess of food, and prosperous ease, but did not aid the poor and needy. 50 They 
were haughty, and did abominable things before me; therefore I removed them 
when I saw it. 51 Samaria has not committed half your sins...; because of your sins 
in which you acted more abominably than they, they are more in the right than 
you. So be ashamed, you also, and bear your disgrace, for you have made your 
sisters appear righteous.

- Ezekiel 16:43c-52;
See also Q 17:28-33 for a New Testament example

The Story of Sodom
So why  WAS  Sodom destroyed?

In this late 1st-century CE letter attributed to Jesus’ brother Jude, the author 
imagines that the fate of Sodom will also be the fate of false Christian teachers

5 Now I desire to remind you, though you are fully informed, that the Lord, who 
once for all saved a people out of the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed those 
who did not believe. 6 And the angels who did not keep their own position, but 
left their proper dwelling, he has kept in eternal chains in deepest darkness for 
the judgment of the great day. 7 Likewise, Sodom and Gomorrah and the 
surrounding cities, which, in the same manner as they, indulged in sexual 
immorality and pursued unnatural lust, serve as an example by undergoing a 
punishment of eternal fire.

- Jude 5-7;
See also 2 Peter 6, which largely copies Jude



21

The Story of Sodom
So why  WAS  Sodom destroyed?

Tertullian is an early church author writing in the third century CE.
Here, he is arguing against second marriages,

claiming that even the FIRST marriage gives in to lust

Is it not enough for you to have fallen from the highest rank of immaculate 
virginity to a lower one by marrying?  Doubtless you will tumble down still 
further to a third marriage or a fourth, or maybe even more, after you were not 
continent (because you married once)….  Therefore let us marry daily—and 
marrying, let us be caught by the Last Day, like Sodom and Gomorrah, by that 
day when the “Woe!” pronounced on those who are pregnant and nursing shall 
be fulfilled,* that is, the “Woe!” pronounced on the married and the unchaste, for 
from marriages come wombs and breasts and babies!

* Mark 13:17                                                               - Tertullian, Exhortation to Chastity 9                                    

Leviticus 18:22
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Leviticus 20:13


