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Objective Unacceptable Marginal Acceptable Exemplary Point Value 

Comprehension of 
Theory and Control 
of Presentation 

Evidence of your completion 
and comprehension of the 
reading is not provided, un-
convincing or very incom-
plete. 

Evidence that you have 
done the reading and gotten 
something from it, but com-
prehension and comparison 
of feminism and queer the-
ory and coverage of read-
ings are superficial or in-
complete. 

The central concepts and defini-
tions are adequately explored, 
though reference to readings 
could be clearer or fuller. Cedes 
too much space to quotations 
from the material rather than di-
gesting the reading and putting it 
in your own words. 

Accurate definitions of feminist and 
queer theory.  Deep comprehension 
of their relationship. Required read-
ings are well-covered and appropri-
ately cited, but you put others’ ideas 
in your own words and maintain a 
critical distance (the ability to evalu-
ate/ judge the thesis). 

3 

Proficiency with 
Academic Writing 

You achieve few of the ob-
jectives listed under “exem-
plary.” 

You achieve some of the 
objectives listed under “ex-
emplary.” 

You achieve most of the objec-
tives under “exemplary.” 

You start with what “they” say and 
summarize and quote it well.  You 
respond to authors, distinguishing 
what you say from what they say.  
You answer objections, say why it 
matters, and connect the parts. 

2 

Grammar and Style  Grammar, style and spelling 
need significant improve-
ment. 

Problems with grammar and 
style substantially affect your 
ability to communicate clear-
ly. 

Style of self-expression is ac-
ceptable, though there may be 
problems of spelling and gram-
mar. 

Your style of expression is clear; no 
spelling and grammar errors. 2 

Format  Formatted improperly. Multiple problems with mar-
gins, type-face, pagination 
or citation style. 

One or two problems in margins, 
type-face, pagination or citation 
style. 

Formatted properly. 
2 

Timely Submission  Submitted substantially late. Submitted late the same 
day. 

Submitted late within two hours. Submitted on time. 1 
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